Saint Ann Conference, Saint Vincent de Paul[image: ]
Meeting Minutes
Date			May 24, 2022 
	Next meeting:	
	Tuesday, June 14, 2022 at 9:30 AM in Delaney Hall

	
	
	Tuesday, June 28, 2022 at 3:30 PM in Delaney Hall



Note:  Most of this meeting was directed toward spiritual formation; those few items below are the business items that were addressed prior to that part of the meeting.

I. Opening Prayer 
The meeting was opened at 3:33 PM with a prayer led by Mary Ann Conlon.

II. Welcome – new members/first time and new in SVDP
a. Three new member in attendance.

III. Minutes of 5/10 meeting 
a. Minutes approved by voice vote.

IV. Quick Notes
a. Corn Hole for a Cause has 27 teams registered for the morning of May 28.
b. Pantry teams will need additional help on the side table, especially as more and more produce from the garden becomes available; if you are scheduled, please make every effort to be there.  Garden Team members may be available to make up any staffing shortages.
c. Neighbor Contact Team members please be aware of the new increased guidelines: You may request a payment of up to $400 per neighbor, and up to $600 per neighbor, with your team lead’s approval (increased to $600 from the previous max of $500).  Also, we can assist neighbors every 3 months, rather than the previous 4 month waiting period.


V. Election for President
a. Carol Curran was selected as our new president by secret ballot by those members present.  Fifty-six ballots were cast for her election, with no other candidates nominated or written in.


VI. Spirituality Reflection
a. The bulk of the meeting focused on the Feast of the Ascension, on making Jesus Christ the point of reference in our lives.


VII. [bookmark: _Hlk103779023]Upcoming Meetings: 
a. See header


VIII. Closing Prayer (Prayer Card)


REFLECTION

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER/DIVINE MERCY April 24, 2022 Gospel: (John 20:19-31)
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Thomas was not with them when Jesus came. So, the disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nail marks and my hand into his side, I will not believe.” A week later, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not doubt, but believe.” 

Reflection: While we are steeped in this natural life, it is difficult for us to come to terms with resurrected life. This was part of Thomas’ problem: he was seeking tangible proofs—seeing and touching— to come to belief, but the resurrected life of Jesus is a new life is beyond tangible proofs. We receive this new life trough Jesus’ gift of the Holy Spirit. We know the fruit of this new life is peace and forgiveness. But how do we come to belief without seeing? Jesus’ ministry is continued in the disciples. Seeing these works is seeing Jesus. Seeing these works brings us to belief. More importantly, our doing what Jesus did, brings us to belief. Believing isn’t seeing; it’s doing the good works of Jesus. (Living Liturgy, p.112)

Vincentian Meditation: Vincentians see the crucified everyday in the streets of large cities and in poor country villages. One of the great gifts of St. Vincent was the ability to recognize the crucified Christ in the face of the suffering and to mobilize the energies of others in their service. He was an extraordinary organizer. To aid the most abandoned of his time, Vincent gathered together rich and poor, women and men, clergy and lay. Our meditation on the crucified Lord, who loves us even to death, and on the crucified peoples in whom the Lord continues to live, will always be brightened by resurrection faith. The gospel proclaims loud and clear that suffering love triumphs, that the power of God works through human weakness, that the light overcomes the darkness, that there is hope even in the face of hopelessness. (Maloney, Seasons in Spirituality, p.59

Discussion: (Share your thoughts after a moment of silence) How has “doing the good works of Jesus” brought you to belief? Closing Prayer: Lord Jesus, your resurrection brought forgiveness to the disciples, fill us with your peace! For the grace “to do your good works”, fill us with your strength! For the grace to forgive and to be forgiven, fill us with your compassion! For the grace to be witnesses to your resurrection, fill us with your joy! Amen 
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